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2024 -2025 New Paintings
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Sunny Shin 917-480-6808



The gallery holds a biennial competition to discover emerging artists. Through this competition, they encountered the work of
artist Sammy Koh. Her painting depicted a built-in shelf against a green wall, with nature placed atop it. While the piece was a
realistic landscape, placing the scenery on a shelf introduced a surreal element. That year, she won first place in the competition
and held her solo exhibition the following year.

Sammy Koh graduated from Sunhwa Arts High School and later studied at Seoul National University. Afterward, she worked
in illustration for a while before dedicating herself to marriage and motherhood. Once her children had grown, she picked up her
brushes again, determined to reclaim her artistic career. “Just being able to paint makes me incredibly happy,” she says. For five
years now, she has immersed herself in her work to exhaustion—her eyes straining from long hours of fine detail work, her back
aching from prolonged concentration. Realistic painting, which requires meticulous brushwork, often appeals to younger artists. She
knows she may not be able to continue at this level of precision forever, but as long as she can, she is committed to capturing every
detail.

It is often said that an artist’s work reflects their character. Sammy Koh'’s paintings embody her diligent, meticulous, and
carefully structured personality. While some artists rely on bold, expressive brushstrokes, she meticulously plans, revises, and
refines her work, conveying deep emotion through dedication and effort. Acrylic paint dries quickly, making smooth gradients
difficult to achieve, but she has mastered the medium’s properties, using them to her advantage. Each of her paintings takes about
a month to complete, and standing before them, one can sense the immense time and effort invested—making price negotiations
irrelevant.

Sammy Koh'’s artwork exudes a sense of order and tranquility. Against a minimalist background, a lone table and lamp invite
viewers to observe nature quietly. Her paintings capture the solitude of dawn or dusk, the vast landscapes of the American
wilderness, and the small objects—flowers, trees, benches—she encounters on her walks. In the relentless cycle of daily life, these
moments of nature have become her greatest comfort and sanctuary. Yet, reality always demands a return to routine. She has
brought nature into her home to preserve these moments of peace, placing it carefully between her cherished lamp and table. Her
paintings feature hidden objects of happiness, like a game of hide-and-seek. Just like opening the wardrobe in The Chronicles of
Narnia reveals a new world, walking into the forest paths of her artwork feels like stepping into a personal haven, waiting just
beyond the canvas.

Sunny Shin, Director of ART MORA
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Sunny Shin, Director of ART MORA



SAMMY KOH (b.Seoul, 1976)

Education
1996-2000 Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea
1992-1995 Sun-hwa art high school, Seoul, Korea

Exhibitions

2023 Opencall Winner's Solo Exhibition ‘Wonderland’, Art Mora gallery, NJ
De Young Museum Open
The Healing', Yesung Gallery, Seoul
Solo Exhibition, BlueStram Gallery, SF, CA

2022 Juried Exhibition ‘Restart’, Palo Alto Art Center, Palo Alto, CA
Winter Show’, Art Mora gallery, NJ

2021 Solo Exhibition ‘An Invitation to Nature’, Consulate General of the Republic of Korea, SF, CA
Finding Sancruary’, VISIONARY ART COLLECTIVE, Curated by Ekatherina Popova
36th Annual Made in California Juried Exhibition, Brea gallery, LA, CA
invitation Exhibition of Alumni Artist from Overseas, Seoul National University

1999 Graduate Exhibition, Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea
Membership Exhibition, Samsung Design membership, Seoul, Korea

1998 Korea Publishing lllustration Association Winner’s Exhibition, Seoul Municipal Art Museum, Seoul, Korea

Awards

2022 Winner, Open Call for ‘Summer Show’ at Art Mora Gallery

2021 Winner, ART CONTEST at The California Welcome Center of Yucca Valley
1998 Bronze medal, Korea Publishing Illustration Competition

Public Art
2022 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital
2023 KDB Silicon Valley LLC



Sammy Koh

A Place Where Memories Grow
2025

Acrylic on canvas

36 x 48 inches

$5,800



Sammy Koh

A Warm Welcome
2024

Acrylic on canvas
36 x 36 inches
$5,400






Sammy Koh

The Warmth of Winter

2025

Acrylic on canvas
40 x 30 inches

$5,000




Sammy Koh

I'll Listen

2024

Acrylic on canvas
30 x 30 inches
$4,500




Sammy Koh

Come Here Anytime
2024

Acrylic on canvas
30 x 30 inches
$4,500




Sammy Koh
Green Scent
2024

Acrylic on canvas
30 x 30 inches
$4,500




Sammy Koh

Love is Life Sharing
2024

Acrylic on canva

30 x 30 inches
$4,500




Sammy Koh
Waiting in the Fog
2023

Acrylic on canvas
40 x 30 inches
$4,000



Sammy Koh
Moon Bathing
2022

Acrylic on canvas
40 x 30 inches
$4,000




