Gastone Bettelli: Still Life, Landscape, and Portrait

2.15- 3.8, 2025
Opening Reception: Saturday, February 22nd, 5pm
ART MORA GALLERY

173 Main Street Ridgefield Park, NJ

Art Mora is pleased to unveil Gastone Bettelli’s first solo exhibition in the USA to
celebrate his long journey of art life. This exhibition contains four still life paintings, five
landscapes, and two portraits could see how he evolved his style through them. Reception will

be held on Saturday, February 22nd from 5pm.



Born in 1937 in Modena, northern ltaly, Gastone Bettelli began his artistic journey early,
learning to paint under the guidance of his father, a carpenter. His talent was quickly recognized
as he won several awards in art competitions. Gastone also formed a close friendship with
Giorgio Morandi, one of Italy’s most renowned still-life painters. He would often ride his bicycle

to visit Morandi’s studio, where he absorbed the master’s distinctive style.

At 22, in 1959, Gastone was recruited by the prestigious Marlboro advertising company
and moved to Colombia, where he started working in advertising design. Over the years, he
shuttled between Chicago, USA, and Bogota, Colombia, creating movie posters and advertising
designs. After retiring, he settled permanently in Bogota, Colombia, where the language and

culture felt more comfortable to him.

A deep admirer of Rembrandt, Gastone dedicated much of his early career to studying
and replicating the Dutch master’s portraits, producing five drawing books in his exploration.
However, after the passing of his wife in the 1980s, he turned to painting in somber blue tones
to express his grief. In the 1990s, he transitioned to brighter colors, embracing a more abstract

style that reflected evolving interpretations of figures and landscapes.

In 2020, Gastone moved to New Jersey, USA, to live with his only daughter, Paola. Now
88 years old, he continues to create small, intricate illustrations. Each morning, he reads the
newspaper and the news, often capturing his thoughts in tiny sketches, a daily ritual that keeps

his creative spirit alive.

Contact: Sunny Shin 917-480-6808 artmoragallery@gmail.com www.artmora.com
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